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SUBJECT: GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE PURCHASE OF ISRAELI AIRCRAFT 

REF: (A) GUATEMALA 1453, (B) GUATEMALA 2109, (C) USCINCSO MSG 
311921Z MAR 75 

1. USMILGP OFFICER CONFIRMED MAY 27 IN CONVERSATION WITH MINDEF RUBIO 
THAT GOG HAS DEFINITELY COMMITTED ITSELF TO PURCHASE ISRAELI AIR 
CRAFT REPORTED REF (B). MINISTER SAID PRINCIPAL REASON WAS THEIR 

STOL CAPABILITY IN RELATION TO TERRAIN IN PETEN AREA AND THEIR 
USEFULNESS IN TRANSPORTING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT IN SUPPORT OF 
PETROLEUM EXPLORATION IN THAT AREA. HE SAID AIR FORCE CHIEF, 

COL. SALAZAR. AND G-4, COL CASTILLO, WOULD LEAVE FOR ISRAEL 
JUNE 7 TO MAKE FINAL ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. ASKED WHETHER GOG STILT. INTERESTED IN ACQUIRING ELEVEN USED 
C-47'S (REF A), MINISTER SAID YES, BUT LEFT DISTINCT IMPRESSION 

IT WAS NO LONGER LIFE-AND DEATH MATTER. ASKED HOW GUATEMALA 
HOPED FINED TRAINED PILOTS AND MAINTENANCE MEN FOR BOTH ARAVAS AND 
C-47'S, MINISTER SAID HIS STAFF WAS LOOKING ALL OVER LATIN AMERICA 
FOR PLACES FOR ABOUT TEN GUATEMALAN PILOTS IN TRAINING SCHOOLS 
OF FRIENDLY COUNTRIES, INASMUCH AS SLOTS AVAILABLE IN USAF 
COURSES (FIVE IN FY 76) WERE "FULL". AS FOR MAINTENANCE MEN, 
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ISTRY WOULD HAVE ENOUGH FUNDS TO FINANCE ADEQUATE TRAINING. 

3. OTHER SOURCES HAVE TOLD MILGP COST OF ARAVAS WILL BE APPROX- 
IMATELY $8 MILLION ($800,000 EACH FOR TEN PLANES) PLUSE $2 MILLION 
FOR TRAINING AND SPARES. 

4. COMMENT: DELAY IN US APPROVAL OF C-47 SALE MAY WELL HAVE BEEN 
FACTOR IN GOG CHOICE OF ARAVAS. DECISION HAS ONE SIDE BENEFIT 
FROM US POINT OF VIEW: ARAVAS ARE BELIEVED TO BE MUCH SHORTER- 
RANGE THAN C-47'S. AND WHILE CAPABLE (IN COMBINATION WITH EXIST- 
IN AIRCRAFT) OF TRANSPORTING ENTIRE PARACHUTE BATTALION, TO BEST 
OF OUR KNOWLEDGE THEY WOULD NOT BE ABLE TAKE IT TO ANY 
NEIGHBORING COUNTRY AND RETURN. 

5. AMEMB ASSY'S RECOMMENDATION ON US RESPONSE TO GUATEMALAN RE- 
QUEST FOR C-47'S WILL BE SUBMITTED SHORTLY. 

ANDREWS 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MILITARY PROCUREMENT, MILITARY AIRCRAFT, MILITARY TRAINING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 28 MAY 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975GUATEM02748 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7501 86-1 109 
From: GUATEMALA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 975051 4/aaaaamju. tel 

Line Count: 78 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 75 GUATEMALA 1453, 75 GUATEMALA 2109 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 SEP 2003 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <06 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: GUATEMALAN AIR FORCE PURCHASE OF ISRAELI AIRCRAFT 
TAGS: MASS, GT, US, IS 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



